


Mural on Independence Day 

Short Courses Offered at SOA

Portfolio of Oil Painting short course student Ms. Erfa Saleh created under supervi-
sion of instructor Ms. Hina Malik

Student from Fashion design short course working on developing designs

Weaving project created by Textile design short course student Hannan Nasir

Every year on August 14th, Pakistan gets decked out in all its glory to 
celebrate Independence Day. Every Pakistani’s heart throbs with a senti-
ment of patriotism and unity; and remembering the freedom �ghters 
and great leaders like Quaid-e-Azam who made it possible for the Indian 
Muslims to live peacefully and independently in a separate motherland, 
today known as Pakistan. In order to commemorate Independence Day 
at IAC, School of Art, foundation year second semester students of the 
Creative Drawing course under the supervision of instructor Mr.Zafar 
iqbal were given the project of creating a large scale enlargement of 
newspaper front pages, particularly those commemorating signi�cant 
national events. This semester’s work is particularly meaningful as it cele-
brates the 14th of August, encouraging students to infuse their creations 
with the spirit of Independence Day, reinterpreting traditional patriotic 
symbols and themes to create compelling visual narratives that put 
emphasis on the importance of freedom, unity, equality, and justice.             

A short course is an excellent 
method to learn something new 
as it is quick, simple, and conve-
nient, and it can be completed 
part-time with no disruption. 
Short courses also o�er students 
the ability to see if the skills or 
training received may be some-
thing that they want to expand 
upon.  The short-term commit-
ment still gives students a good 
idea and understanding of the 
subject while also giving a preview 
of what they can expect if they 
want to expand their knowledge 
and skills with long-term study. 
School of Art is currently o�ering 

short courses for the duration of 
three months to individuals who 
wish to enhance their artistic abili-
ties by mastering di�erent genres 
of art and design of their choice. 
This is done to provide students  
with an opportunity to cultivate 
mastery in di�erent traditional 
techniques while merging it with 
modern forms of creativity. 
Currently, students are enrolled in  
a wide range of short course 
programs, such as Textile design, 
Fashion design, Oil Painting and 
Graphic Design.  This three month 
period of being enrolled in the 
short course is designed for people 

of all backgrounds who want to 
expand their skill set, broaden 
their knowledge or just nurture a 
hobby in a speci�c �eld of art and 
design.  Students can pick from a 
wide range of courses, all of which 
are taught by experienced practi-
tioners. Our short course program 
focuses on practice-based learn-
ing where participants are given 

opportunities to acquire and 
sharpen skills essential for profes-
sional development. All our  short 
courses aim to inspire and 
encourage students to explore 
their interests  providing targeted 
and specialized learning experi-
ences to dive deep into a particu-
lar area to gain expertise, and 
develop practical skills.  



Foundation year student working in drawing studio creatively exploring drawing 
material and objects

the unknown. This process 
promotes intense observation and 
creativity while integrating it with 
contextualizing rigorous practice 
based learning. This helps 
students enhance their conven-
tional and traditional drawing and 
painting skills. It encourages and 
leads students to analyse objects, 
their history while learning to 
navigate their surroundings criti-
cally through di�erent mediums 
and techniques. It also allows in 
fostering a deeper understanding 
of visual composition and spatial 
relationships.  The interdisciplinary 
studios at the School of Art lead 
students on a dynamic     

exploration of a diversi�ed range of 
techniques and mediums that 
helps cultivate problem-solving 
skills, challenging students to 
manipulate the elements and prin-
ciples of design in both objective, 
�gurative and abstract contexts. It 
helps students in developing their 
own visual vocabulary for express-
ing their emotions and ideas while 
working on creating speci�c 
aesthetic qualities. As a result, 
students learn how to articulate 
their ideas and emotions by visual-
izing materials and objects as 
images, and studying diverse meth-
ods of representing their ideas for 
skill-based and aesthetic outcomes.

individual ideas, subject matter, 
conceptual possibilities, in�uenc-
es, inspiration, and the style of their 
work. This allows students to work 
on ways to accomplish their ideas,  
explore new techniques, materials, 
ways of working, color palettes, 
and time to �nd their own rhythm.  
It is not about producing �nished 
paintings everyday but rather 
about taking the time necessary, 
not rushing the process, and being 
mindful, sensing and intuiting step 
by step and being in  

In the world of art, being creative is 
limitless with endless possibilities 
of how you can carry on the 
process of creating art. A creative 
practice is not just restricted to the 
idea of producing art, but it can be 
de�ned as how you intentionally 
approach your work. It’s your 
unique way of working that 
supports your creative identity 
while also creating room for 
self-expression. Inculcating the 
idea of having a creative studio 
practice helps students in evolving 

The technique of digital fabric 
printing uses inkjet technology 
(printers) to print on fabric or 
garments. With this technology we 
can print colourful and complicat-
ed designs on fabric with high 
precision. This process is often 
believed to be cost e�ective as 
compared to many manual print-
ing methods. In order to allow 
students to get acquainted with 
this technique of printing, the 
sixth semester students of Textile 
Design  were tasked with creating 
digital textile prints for home 
linens, inspired by a Tropical 
theme. Tropical prints can feature 
anything from �owers and plants 
to fruits and animals native to 
tropical environments. This style, 
known for its vibrant and lively 
patterns, has been seen gaining 
popularity over the past decade. 

Characterized by bright, fresh color 
palette—primarily greens, blues, 
yellows, and oranges— these tropi-
cal designs evoke the lush imagery 
of rainforests and Caribbean 
regions. The designs created by 
students presented a variety of 
�ora and fauna against lush, leafy 
backgrounds that added a touch of 
exotic beauty to the designs. 
This project gave students the 
opportunity to explore both 
manual and digital techniques 
using Photoshop, resulting in 
creative and balanced composi-
tions that re�ect the timeless 
appeal of tropical fashion. This 
approach highlights the rich cultur-
al and natural beauty of tropical 
regions, translating it into 
eye-catching prints that can be 
used not just for home decor, but 
they also be used as fashion prints.  

Digital Tropical Textile Designs 

Creativity in Studio Practice
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Tiles not only serve their function as a 
protective surface for areas of your 
home but they also play an import-
ant role in the interior design of your 
home by creating an atmosphere 
which adds to the look and feel of the 
living space. Tile art is a small 
arrangement of tiles, or in some cases 
a single tile, with a painted pattern or 
image on top. Artistic methods such 
as painting, engraving, carving, and 
molding may be used in tile art. Proj-
ects that involve tile painting o�er a 
creative opportunity for students to 
explore principles of design, color 
theory, and pattern-making in a 
hands-on manner. Under the super-
vision of instructors Ms. Istrahat 
Waheed and Mr. Zafar Iqbal, the 
students of �rst semester  were given 
the project of working on creating 
tile paintings for their Mechanics of 
Making’s �nal project. Students took 
inspiration from di�erent forms of art 
for this project, mainly focusing

on Islamic art as tiles are often seen 
as part of Islamic art and architec-
ture. They explored Islamic art’s 
intricate geometric designs and rich 
symmetry, allowing them to 
express these designs in their 
personal style. The students 
embraced the challenge of blend-
ing traditional design and patterns 
with their unique artistic expres-
sion, resulting in vibrant and mean-
ingful works of art. The aim behind 
assigning students this project was 
to encourage precision and atten-
tion to detail  while working, so 
students could learn to work within 
the boundaries of the tile, while 
considering how their designs will 
interact with other tiles in a larger 
composition. The �nal created 
products  can both be considered 
either standalone artworks, or part 
of a collaborative project, resulting 
in making it both an individual and 
collective creative experience.

Experimentation with Tile Painting

Art both re�ects and helps to create a 
culture’s vision of itself. Studying the art 
of the past teaches us how people have 
seen themselves and their world, and 
how they want to show this to others. Art 
history provides a means by which we 
can understand our human past and its 
relationship to our present, because the 
act of making art is one of humanity's 
most ubiquitous activities. It helps exam-
ine how concepts, ideals, and sensibilities 
of people of the past are expressed in 
their art, and further, how that art in�u-
enced wider aspects of their culture. 
Exploring art history helps students 
acquire, develop and retain the knowl-
edge and skills which can help them 
develop a better  understanding of the 
art we see today. It helps them learn 
about how art evolved while keeping in  

context the historical, political, social, 
economical, and aesthetic trends that 
were pervalent globally. This is why art 
history is a compulsory subject that 
students get to study along with the prac-
tical subjects. From ancient civilizations to 
modern art theories, students are given a 
holistic view of the evolution that art went 
through with the advancement of new 
ideas and technology. In order to bridge 
the gap between theoretical knowledge 
and practical implication, students of third 
semester were given the task of recreating 
famous people from history in a contem-
porary manner. Under the supervision of 
instructor Ms. Naima Muza�ar,  students 
created digital posters of famous person-
alities from Roman empire that had a 
lasting impact during historical times and 
are still known worldwide.

Exploring History through Poster Art


