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ROLE OF ISRAEL IN SEA TRADE ROUTE

Israel is a watchdog for all industrial trade through the Mediterranean and 
the Red Sea. The industrial traders want full security and protection of their 
trade routes and ships at any cost. Israel's location at the junction of the 
Mediterranean and the Red Sea, as well as the intersection of Asia, Europe, 
and Africa, makes it crucial.

Historically, powers that controlled the Mediterranean, ruled the world. The 
traders never considered any moralities, ethics, or human rights. They only 
believe in safeguarding their vested economic interests.Comsequently, the 
industrial world supports and stenghtens Israel against Arab Muslims. The 
industrial traders can not tolerate any hurdle created by the Muslim 
countries situated along the coasts of the Mediterranean and Red seas. They 
also control all international forums, UNO bodies, and the media.

For Arabs and other Muslims to gain control, they need to gain power 
through unity, serious struggle, and sacrifices. Great sacrifices with 
continuous commitment are needed. Israel’s port of Eilat, located at the 
northern end of the Gulf of Aqaba on the Red Sea, allowes Israel to keep an 
eye on the Suez Canal and the Red Sea. Historically, King Solomon establised 
the port of Eilat for sea trade with the Queen of Sheba, a famous queen of 
Yemen and Ethiopia. Today, it remains under Israeli control.

STRAIT OF TIRAN

The four islands situated in the Red Sea towards the south of the Gulf of 
Aqaba, are under the control of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The 
archaeologists consider it an important location in the context of the 
Israeites crossing of the red sea during the exodus under the command of 
Moses (Hadhrat Musa A.S.). These islands had been very important for the 
sea trade between King Solomon of the Kingdom of Israel or Levant (Hadhrat 
Sulayman A.S.) and Queen Sheba (Malka Saba) of Yemen and Ethiopia.

Point to be noted that in ancient maps of the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aqaba is 
not shown. Therefore, it might be a later geological development. The straits 
of Tiran located at the junction of gulf of Suez and Gulf of Aqaba, hold 
significant releavance to Quranic narratives (Surah Al-Kahf, verse 60). It is 
an important location in the journey of Moses and Exodus of Israelites from 
Egypt to Madyan and Palestine. At this place there is a city of Egypt named 
“Sharm el Shaikh.”

STRAIT OF BAB-EL-MANDAB

This is a narrow body of water, situated between the Red Sea and the Gulf of 
Aden, linking Arabia and Africa. It serves as a crossing point between these 
two regions with Saudi Arabia and Yemen on the eastern side and Eritrea 
and Djibouti on the African side. This was the strait through which African 
Elephants used to be brought to Yemen and Arabia. The first Muslim 
Migration known as “Hijrat-e-Habsha” also took place from the crossing of 
Strait of Bab-el-Mandab. This is now situated on the most important location 
on the international sea trade route. Basically it lies in Yemen and conflict 
with Yemen is for total control of the strait. 

Historically, to the west of the strait was Ethiopia, one of the most significant 
countries of Africa, known as the land of Queen Sheba, one of the richest 
country’s in the past. Now it is divided into many countries to clear the sea 
trade route. The countries of Eritrea, Djibouti and Somalia were carved out of 
Ethiopia. Now Ethiopia is a land locked country. However the trade route has 
become safe to some extent. There are Somalian and Yemenite pirates who 
frequently create problem. Both Somalia and Yemen have long coasts along 
the important industrial sea trade route between East and West. Therefore, 
further divisions of Somalia and Yemen may be required.

STRAIT OF HORMUZ

It is on the Persian Gulf and situated between Iran and the Gulf States. It is under 
Iranian control and an important port of "Bander Abbas" is located on it. 
Through the Persian Gulf and the strait of Hormuz, the international trading ships 
move up to Kuwait and Iraq as well. It should be noted that the strait shares a 
border with Iran and Oman.

STRAIT OF BOSPORUS

It lies between the continents of Asia and 
Europe and is now part of Turkey. The strait 
adjoins the Black Sea and the Sea of Marmara. 
The historic city of Istanbul, previosuly known as 
Byzantium and later as Constaintinopole, lies 
on the west of the strait. This location had been 
very important throughout history of mankind. 
This is the most important location as a 
gateway between Asia and Europe.

The Greeks had founded a city named 
"Byzantium" on the strait with military 
reinforcements. Later Romans conquered it 
and replaced it with a new name 
"Constantinople" on the name of Roman 
Emperor Constantine. Muslim also considered it 
very important and conquered the city of 
Constantinople (Qastuntunia) in 1453 AD and 
named it as Istanbul.

The Muslim Ottoman Turks strengthened their 
control over this city and marched forward 
towards Europe with conquests of Bulgaria and 
other countries. The city of Istanbul is home to 
famous construction sites such as the Blue 
Mosque and Hagia Sophia. Today, Turkey spans 
both the continents, with the eastern part in 
Asia and the western part in Europe.

STRAIT OF DARDANELLES 

The strait is situated between Asia and Europe. 
It is a narrow waterway between the Aegean 
Sea and the Sea of Marmara and now is part of 
the southern Turkey. It is situated close to the 
ancient battlefield of Troy, the site of numerous 
historical battles between Greek invaders and 
Persian Emperors of the first Persian Empire, 
founded by King Cyrus the great. Greeks began 
their conquests under the command of 
Alexander the Great, entering into Asia by 
crossing the sea through the strait of 
Dardanelles. Therefore, control over straits is 
important for sea trade and plays an important 
role in the Blue Economy.


